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is the first which has been made since the revival of that ancient foundation. Believe me, Sir, | truly appreciate
the favour of your choice, and am fully impressed with the responsibilities which it involves. And if my
acknowledgments should seem curt or inadequate, | would beseech you to believe that this results from the
wish not to trespass too long on your most valuable time, but to devote to the subject selected as much as may
be of the period commonly allotted to an oral discourse. In reviewing, for the choice of this subject, the field of
Natural Science in which | am a labourer, | desired to select one that might be treated of with a certain degree
of completeness in a single Lecture, one that would enable me to submit to you some of the more recent
generalisations in Natural History, and at the same time exemplify the applicability of that science, as a
discipline, to the improvement of the intellect, and especially as a sharpener of the faculties of observation and
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