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indexed. Not illustrated. 1860 Excerpt: .weavers. It was intended to protect the interests of the operatives; but in
twenty years four thousand looms were standing idle, and the hands were out of work and wages both. Strikes
among workmen illustrate the same suicidal policy of attempting to compel one class to conform to the will of
another, and to take the course of demand and supply in employment out of its natural channels. Labor
depends on capital. Strikes diminish the capital by suspending the work. Of course they diminish, the further
they go, the means of raising wages, and defeat their own object. It is the industry of the working classes that
increases the prosperity of the employer, and thus the workman s own wages. Each helps the other. In seasons
of pressure, when the markets are dull, and goods too plenty, the manufacturing company are obliged to
contract their operations. If the operatives will take up, temporarily, with reduced pay, both survive, though
both suffer. But if the operatives refuse, then the mills stop, and all alike may be crushed. The recognition of
those laws of reciprocal harmony and interdependence, which bind the several trades and professions
together, is a matter of profound importance, not only to our philosophy of Reform, but to our personal
conduct, especially in periods of financial distress, and our general practical applications of the principles of
political economy. It explodes if it does not silence much of the fallacious and illogical exhortation which
springs to...
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