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RESULTS Finding 2. Follow-up Samples Not Requested on Imported Products that Failed Initial Laboratory
Testing ATF requires certain imported alcoholic beverages - rum, vodka, gin, brandy, non-grape wine, and
specialty products - to undergo pre-import laboratory testing. The products are tested for proof, fill, labeling,
limited and prohibited ingredients, contaminants, and other requirements. ATF tests these products for
classification and tax purposes, and to ensure the ingredients are safe for human consumption. We reviewed
test results on 23 distilled spirits products submitted for pre-import laboratory analysis. We found that, while 16
of the products did not meet ATFs acceptable proof levels, ATF formula specialists did not request additional
samples. The formula specialists merely cautioned the importers in letters to 14 of the 16 cases, and did not
even mention the violations in the remaining 2 cases. Five of the 16 distilled spirit products had more alcohol
than their labels indicated, while 11 contained less alcohol. Recommendation 1. The ATF Director should ensure
that detailed operating procedures are developed to ensure pre-import samples are processed in accordance
with ATF policies and regulations. The procedures should identify when applicants are required to submit a
second alcoholic beverage sample for laboratory analysis. The procedures should also provide for supervisory
review of formula specialists work to ensure they properly analyze and convey pre-import laboratory tests
results to applicants. Management Response and OIG Comment ATF management acknowledged that the pre-
import sample deficiencies in alcohol content and fill were not always noted in ATFs correspondence with the
importers. Furthermore,...
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