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Church bells are always ringing in that city of many churches, and there were bells ringing solemnly and slowly
as Isola walked feebly up the two flights of stairs that led to Colonel Disney s lodging. She walked even more
slowly than usual, and her husband could hear her labouring breath as she went up, step by step, leaning on
the banister rail. He had offered her his arm, but she had repulsed him, almost rudely, at the bottom of the
stairs. They went into the drawing-room, which was bright with flowers in a sunlit dusk, the sun streaming in
through the narrow opening between the Venetian shutters, which had been drawn together, but not fastened.
All was very still in the quiet house; so still that they could hear the splash of the fountain in the Piazza., and the
faint rustling of the limes in the garden. Husband and wife stood facing each other, he anxious and alarmed,
she deadly pale, and with gleaming eyes. Well, she is gone--she is Mrs. Hulbert now, and she belongs to him and
not to us any more, said Disney, talking at random, watching his wife s face in nervous apprehension of--he
knew not what. We shall miss her sadly. Aren t you sorry she is married, Isola, after all? Sorry! No! | am glad--
glad with all my heart. | have waited for that. And then, before he...
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