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technologies that give users the ability to send and receive data at volumes and speeds far greater than current
Internet access over traditional telephone lines. In addition to oDering speed, broadband access provides a
continuous, always on connection (no need to dial-up) and a twoway capability, that is, the ability to both
receive (download) and transmit (upload) data at high speeds. Broadband access, along with the content and
services it might enable, has the potential to transform the Internet: both what it oDers and how it is used. It is
likely that many of the future applications that will best exploit the technological capabilities of broadband
have yet to be developed. There are multiple transmission media or technologies that can be used to provide
broadband access. These include cable, an enhanced telephone service called digital subscriber line (DSL),
satellite, fixed wireless, and others. While many (though not all) oDices and businesses now have Internet
broadband access, a remaining challenge is providing broadband over the last mile to consumers in their
homes. Currently, a number of competing telecommunications companies are developing, deploying, and
marketing specific technologies and services that provide .
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